
195 

The Gambia 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

An estimated 24.8 percent of children ages 5 to 14 were counted as working in The Gambia in 2000.  
Approximately 25.2 percent of all boys 5 to 14 were working compared to 24.5 percent of girls in the same 
age group.

1888
  Most children working in rural areas can be found assisting in the home and on family 

farms.
1889

  In urban areas, children work as street vendors or taxi and bus assistants.
1890

  Children also work 
in carpentry, sewing, masonry, plumbing, tailoring, mechanics,

1891
 and begging.

1892
  

 
Children are victims of prostitution in The Gambia.  They work in bars, hotels, and brothels, often with 
the knowledge of business owners and managers.

1893
  The Gambia is a source, transit, and destination 

country for the trafficking of women and children.
1894

  The number of trafficking victims is small, but 
growing.

1895
  The problem is most acute in the sex tourism industry, where adults coerce young children, 

especially girls, with gifts and promises of a better or more Western lifestyle.
1896

  In January 2005, UNICEF 
and the Government of The Gambia reported that the majority of prostitutes in tourist areas were 
underage.

1897
 

 
The Constitution mandates free and compulsory primary education up to age 8.

1898
  However, The 

Gambia’s lack of resources and educational infrastructure has made implementation difficult.
1899

  Many 
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families cannot afford school fees or tuition that are imposed on children above age 8,
1900

 and girls 
generally have less access to education.

1901
  Working children are also less likely to attend school and more 

likely to drop out.
1902

  In 2002, the gross primary enrollment rate was 85 percent, and the net primary 
enrollment rate was 79 percent.

1903
  Gross and net enrollment ratios are based on the number of students 

formally registered in primary school and, therefore, do not necessarily reflect actual school attendance.  
In 2000, 57.8 percent of children ages 5 to 14 years were attending school.

1904
 

 

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The Gambia’s statutory minimum age for employment is 14 years.
1905

  The legal framework governing 
child labor is limited, and there are no laws that restrict the sectors in which children can work.

1906
  The 

Constitution protects all citizens from forced labor,
1907

 and all children under age 16 from economic 
exploitation and hazardous work.

1908
  The Constitution also outlaws discrimination

1909
 but allows unequal 

treatment in the workplace with regard to adoption, marriage, divorce, and inheritance, which threatens 
children, especially girls, born out of wedlock or with disabilities.

1910
  The Children and Young Persons Act 

(CYPA) calls for the protection of orphaned, homeless, and at-risk children from neglect, abuse, 
abandonment, slavery, child bondage, destitution, and prostitution.

1911
  

 
The Criminal Code prohibits prostitution,

1912
 kidnapping, abduction, child sex tourism, child sexual 

exploitation,
1913

 child abuse, and child neglect.
1914

  The 2003 Tourism Offenses Act punishes tourists found 
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guilty of involvement in child prostitution, trafficking, and pornography.
1915

  Draft anti-trafficking 
legislation is still pending.

1916
 

 
There is no conscription in The Gambia.

1917
  The Armed Forces Act enables children under the age of 18 to 

enlist, but they may not begin military service until they reach 18.
1918

 
 
According to the U.S. Department of State, The Gambia’s Department of Labor does not consistently 
enforce labor laws because of inadequately trained staff.

1919
  The department, which is responsible for 

implementing the provisions of ILO Convention 182, requires workers to register with the Labor 
Commissioner and distributes labor cards to eligible employees who satisfy the minimum age for 
employment.

1920
  However, child labor laws are rarely enforced and inspections rarely conducted.

1921
  In 

addition, the government does not comprehensively prohibit trafficking in persons.
1922

  The government 
also provides no victim protection in law or practice and has no strategy for collecting trafficking data.

1923
    

 

Current Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child 
Labor 

The government provides more funds to the Department of 
Education (DOE) and the Department of Health and Social 
Welfare (DHSW), which administer sponsorship schemes for 
children in need of special protection, than to any other 
agencies.

1924
  Nonetheless, the country’s lack of resources 

limits the functions of the DOE and the DHSW.
1925

 
 
To combat trafficking, the DHSW partners with five 
European countries to screen Gambian children under age 17 
who apply for travel visas to Europe.

1926
  In 2004, multiple government agencies and NGOs combined 

efforts to develop a Trafficking Taskforce on Trafficking in Persons.
1927

  With support from the 
government, the IOM supports a regional Health Assessment Program that provides medical and 
monitoring support for trafficking victims.

1928
  The government has not established victim care and health 
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Selected Child Labor Measures Adopted by 
Governments 

Ratified Convention 138     9/4/2000     

Ratified Convention 182    7/3/2001     

ILO-IPEC Member                 

National Plan for Children  

National Child Labor Action Plan  

Sector Action Plan  
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facilities for trafficking victims, but does provide temporary shelters with access to medical and 
psychological services.

1929
   

 
The government operates a nationwide education initiative to increase the gross enrollment rate, to 
improve educational opportunities for girls,

1930
 to strengthen basic education curricula, and to improve 

teacher training.
1931

  The World Bank and the African Development Bank fund projects to combat poverty 
and improve the health and education of children.

1932
  NGOs and the DOE run various education 

initiatives.
1933

  The President directs an Empowerment of Girls Education project in Banjul and the West 
and North Bank regions.

1934
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